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According to Jamaica Promotions Ltd. (JAMPRO), the government's economic development agency,
imports account for half of all fish products consumed on the island. In 1990, the import bill came
to US$23.25 million. Thus far this year, JAMPRO has sponsored a series of workshops attempting to
attract interest in fish farming. In the words of Learie Dinham, agricultural specialist at JAMPRO,
"With export markets in Europe and the United States, and a great demand for the product locally,
fresh water fish [tilapia] will have a market for some time yet." JAMPRO has identified 11 plots of
government land covering 1,665 ha. suitable for fish farms, and which would be made available
for such projects. Production figures at Jamaica's existing fish farm enterprises are impressive. In
1979, the island produced 25.5 metric tons of fresh water fish, compared to 3,630 MT today. Current
output is comprised mainly of tilapia, carp and collosoma. The lion's share of domestic production
is sold on the internal market. Despite the growing demand in Jamaica and abroad, fish farming is
a costly enterprise. Dinham pointed out that initial expenses for a 0.4 ha. farm can cost between US
$1,200 and US$1,800 (between 25,000 and 40,000 Jamaican dollars). If the venture requires borrowing,
interest rates range from 52% to 56% per year. At present, between 3,000 and 4,000 people are
employed in fish farming on 750 ha. of ponds. (Source: Inter Press Service, 07/20/92)
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